Issue 1

Spring, 2014

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE
Message from the SSVP—Birnell Hatcher
Special points of
interest:
•

Message from the
SSVP

•

Minutes of the
January Meeting

•

Treasurer’s Report

•

MLK Tournament
Report

•

Election Procedures

•

Memphis Tournament
Schedule

•

Fall Sectional
Tournament Schedule

Inside this issue:
SSVP Message

1

Message from the
Web Mistress

2

Minutes from Jan.

3

2013 Treasurer’s
Report

3

MLK Tournament
Report

6

Zero Tolerance

8

Memphis Grade A
Schedule

9

Summer Souvenir Ad 10
information
Fall Sectional
Schedule

11

Elections
Information

12

Thank you for the confidence
you placed in me to serve as your
Section Vice President. I am willing
to work hard to make this Section
the best and largest Section in the
ABA.
The MLK Tournament in January
was very successful. I am
appreciative of the support and hard
work of the Tournament Chairman,
Eric Shelton and the Tournament
Committee members. Thanks to
Christine Walker for handling the
Hospitality, the food was delicious
and plentiful. Special thanks to
Andrew Echols and the directing
staff (Gloria Simmons and Evelyn
“Cookie” Cook) for running a very
good tournament.
During the Sectional meeting,
awards were given out to members
for achieving new levels. Dr.
Anderson Williams gave an excellent

educational seminar on “Responses
to No trump, Stayman and Jacoby
Transfer.” Lillian Holeman did an
excellent job in organizing the
Memorial Service; Eva Bird did an
outstanding job as our speaker,
“The Final Grand Slam”. Our 2013
William Friend Race Winners: Eric
Shelton, Diamond; Shirley L.
Williams, Gold Diamond; and our
Section Winner, Gloria Christler.
We have excellent teachers in
the Southern Section, Andy and
Shirley Williams traveled weekly to
Birmingham, AL., to teach bridge
players. Eric Shelton and James
Brown traveled weekly to
Columbus, GA., to teach bridge
players. Sylvia Christian (a new
comer to the Section) taught a
bridge class in Tampa. We have
classes ongoing in the Atlanta area.
We are determined to teach new
players and seasoned players so we
can become the best bridge players
in the ABA.
We are off to a great start, and
there is more to come. The
Summer National will be held in
Atlanta, and several Grade “A”
Tournaments in the Section. The
Atlanta Bridge Unit will serve as the
host for the Summer National and I
am requesting that all clubs in the
Section pitch in and help them
make our Section proud.
I plan to meet with all clubs
in the Section. I have met with
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Hadley Park in Nashville, TN and the
Tampa/Sarasota Bridge Clubs in Tampa. I
will meet with the Columbus, GA Bridge
Club in April. I installed the officers for Ann
Wood Bridge Club in January. Please call or
e-mail me to invite me to your club at (404)
291-3283 or birnell1925@att.net.
Please visit the Section website:
www.aba-ss.com and see all the
new items that have been added. You can
register for a partner and roommate for the
Summer National, etc.
I look forward to seeing you in June at
the Memphis Tournament in Tunica!

that will match up partners for this National
tournament.
The Southern Section is excited
about this addition to our website. With one
click of the mouse we can match players and
rid “I do not have a partner” as the reason for
any player to not attend a tournament
sponsored by us in the Southern Section.
Imagine the increased attendance at ABA
tournaments if each Section would post a
similar online partnership desk on their
website? Being able to find a compatible
partner would make attending ABA
tournaments in other cities outside of our
sections so easy. Will there be enough room
in the tournament hall?
Rosetta J. Boyd, Web mistress

SOUTHERN SECTION WEBSITE

The Southern Section has posted on its
website---www.aba-ss.com—a tool that bridge
players can use to find a partner and/or
roommate for any tournament sponsored by
the Southern Section. The site can also be
used to find a partner for games played by
the Atlanta Bridge Unit, where seven clubs
play duplicate bridge seven days a week.
The site works like Match.com,
Christian Mingle, or any of the several
other
“FIND A DATE” sites on the
Internet.
Players come to the Southern
Section’s website to complete a form
requesting a partner and/or roommate for a
tournament. When the player returns a few
day later, he or she will see his name on a
database with the names of others who are
also looking for a partner for the event. The
player then uses this database to contact a
person who seems compatible, arranges a
game—and presto, like Internet magic-, the
player now has a partner. The two can then
make plans to play on BBO—another Internet
site-- and work on a winning playing style.
And –(and this is a biggee!)—as the ABA
Summer National is being held in Atlanta July
31-August 9, 2014, the site contains links
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TEAM WINNERS FROM
MLK, JR. TOURNAMENT

MINUTES OF SS MEMBERSHIP MEETING, JAN. 19, 2014
T h e
S o u t h e r n
Section meeting
of the American
B r i d g e
Association
convened
on
the above date.
The
meeting
was called to
order by SVP
Birnell Hatcher.
Agendas were distributed. Additions were:
“New Business,” “Nominating Committee and
Parade of new level attainees.” Vernice
Whitfield moved that the agenda be accepted.
.
Motion was carried by voice vote.
Invocation was rendered by Richard Banks.
September 14, 2013 minutes were read by
Secretary Knowlton. There were no
corrections/additions. Olivia Green moved
that the minutes be accepted. . Motion
carried by voice vote.
SVP Hatcher presented her report
(copy available.) Dwight Bush moved that her
report be accepted. Motion carried by
voice vote.
Treasurer Richard Banks distributed his
report (copy available). Eric Shelton stated
that it appears the section is losing money. V.
Whitfield reminded the body that an itemized
report was requested by this body years ago.
She noted that progress has been made
relative to this request. However, the report
should be made more definitive. A breakdown
of expenses incurred needs more descriptive
itemizing. SVP expenses to tournaments are
not clearly defined. There is a need for
clarification of these expenses.
Eric Shelton informed the body that
money was saved for this tournament by
transporting tables rather than paying
another source for this task. It was noted

that the Section has not received any funds
from the ABA for using the Dealing Machine. L.
Bell moved that the Treasurer‘s report be
received as information. Motion carried by
voice vote.
Tournament chair Eric Shelton began his
report (copy available) stating that the
organization has changed. There is a need to
make a profit. He stated that former
Tournament Chair Anderson Williams and his
committee had raised the question as to
whether or not to hold two Sectionals in the
same city. New players have problems with not
being able to play within their field. The
organization needs to do what it can to give
players a choice as to where players are most
comfortable. He also mentioned that new cards
and boards have been purchased and would be
used for this tournament. The cards are
purported to last longer than the ones
purchased from Barclay. Further, they are
adaptable to the Deal master machine. Olivia
Green commended Eric for doing a great job.
He should be applauded for the hard work he
has done in making this Tournament well
attended. There was a motion to accept this
report. Motion carried by voice vote.
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS:
• Two Sectionals will allow members to play
more games.
• Players are more amenable to play and
travel to Grade A Tournaments
• Young people are working and are unable
to get off their jobs to attend Sectional
Tournaments.
• Rates are higher in October in Tunica
than in June
The Committee changed By-Laws in 2012.
Worth Christler stated that the Committee
recommended two Sectionals in 2014 and
two tournaments in 2015. Willetta Phipps
stated that she is ambivalent about the
(continued on page 4)
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proposals. There is a lot of activity going on
in our Section. We must work hard in order
to have two successful tournaments. V.
Whitfield moved that the Section host two
tournaments in 2014. R. Banks seconded.
The motion was voted 11 for, 9 against by a
show of hands. Motion carried. The dates
for the tournament are September 19-21,
2014.
Life Member/Merit Award
Chairman L. Bell began her report by stating
that this has been an easy year. There have
not been any nominations for Life
Membership. Olivia Green read a letter from
the Birmingham Club extolling the deeds of
Cheryl Ransom. She is being nominated for
the Merit Award. It was moved by many that
Cheryl Ransom be the selected nominee for
this award from the Southern Section.
Anderson Williams commended L. Bell for
doing a great job.
Scholarship Chairperson Olivia
Green began her report (copy available) by
restating the criteria for Scholarship
awardees. This information is also found on
the Internet. All applications must be in by
May. V. Whitfield moved to accept the
report. Motion carried by voice vote.
Staff Development Chair Shirley
Williams reported that we have attained two
Directors: Helen Ross and Tolliver McKinney.
This brings a total of 28 active and certified
directors in our section. She also stated that
the TSS reporting system is up and running.
There is a need for work sessions on how to
operate this system. She will set up a time
to update all computers. Worth Christler
stated that Level 2 directors can conduct a B
Tournament. Gloria Christler congratulated
Shirley on the great job she has performed
while serving as chair, and she further
declared that the Southern Section has the
best cadre of directors in the ABA.

Constitution and By-Laws Chair
Bernadine Rice was not present at this
meeting. Her report was presented by Shirley
Williams (Copy available.) There were several
proposed changes (copy available.) The body
accepted the proposed changes with the
exception of # 4. There is no need to change
“term of office” as it is clearly stated. Motion
to accept report with proposed changes was
given by Gloria Simmons. There was a
recommendation that when a club/unit hosts
an “A” tournament, the group will pay one
night’s lodging for the SVP. The other night’s
lodging will be paid for by the Southern
Section. The recommendation will be
forwarded to the proper committee for action.
Election Chair Vernice Whitfield
began her report by referring to the
Constitution and By-Laws as to the eligibility
of officers for the Southern Section. She
stated that all officers were eligible to serve
another term. She then opened the house for
the nomination of Secretary. Shirley Williams
nominated Lillian Holeman. No other nominee
was mentioned for this position. Olivia Green
nominated Dwight Bush for treasurer. Edith
Knowlton nominated Richard Banks for
Treasurer. Birnell Hatcher was nominated for
SVP. The nominations closed on the above
named individuals. Voting will take place at
the Sectional to be held in September.
Members of the Election Committee are Evelyn
Adkins, Helen Henderson, Gloria Simmons and
Anderson Williams. Criteria for the election
process will be provided. This information will
be forwarded to the appropriate persons. O.
Green spoke on behalf of Dwight Bush by
stating some of his credentials. S. Williams
spoke on behalf of Lillian Holeman’s
credentials.
Announcements were made of
upcoming tournaments.
Meeting adjourned.
Submitted by Edith Knowlton, Secretary
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AMERICAN BRIDGE ASSOCIATION
SOUTHERN SECTION

TREASURER'S REPORT
YEAR-ENDING December 31, 2013

BALANCE FORWARD:
INCOME:

Per Bank Statement of December 31, 2012
Memberships
MLK Awards Luncheon
MLK-2013 Raffle
MLK-Orlando Table Fees
Autumn Sectional Table Fees -Atlanta 2013
Orlando Bus Charter -MLK 2013
Room Reimbursement
Tunica Transport -2013
TOTAL INCOME:

EXPENSES:

Advertising
Banking Fees
Bridge Education
Hospitality -MLK Orlando 2013
Hospitality -Autumn Sectional Atlanta 2013
MLK-2013 Rosen Hotel -Orlando
MLK-2013 Sanction Fees
MLK-2013 Direct/Score/Assist/Caddy
Autumn-2013 Crown Plaza Hotel -Atlanta
Autumn-2013 Sanction Fees
Autumn-2013 Direct/Score/Assist/Caddy
Officers' Expenses
Operating Expenses
Orlando Bus Charter -MLK 2013
Tunica Transport -2013
TOTAL EXPENSES:

BALANCE TO DATE:

December 31, 2013

$6,644.48
$3,356.00
$1,200.00
$106.00
$6,890.50
$8,178.00
$1,365.00
$160.00
$1,300.00
$22,555.50

$300.00
$32.20
$303.00
$895.63
$1,045.87
$3,141.58
$1,912.65
$2,398.00
$1,642.25
$1,686.85
$2,181.22
$3,137.73
$1,180.69
$2,850.00
$1,520.00
$24,227.67
$4,972.31

Richard E. Banks
Treasurer
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The Memphis Bridge Unit Annual Grade “A” Tournament
June 02-05, 2014

SAM’S TOWN HOTEL AND GAMBLING HALL
1477 CASINO STRIP, TUNICA, MS
1-800-456-0711 OR 1-662-363-0711
$39 Single/Double
Cut-off date May 18, 2013
(Mention Memphis Bridge Unit refer to Group Code: AMEF14A)

Event Schedule
Monda y, June 02
3:00 PM

Welcome to Tunica Open Pairs

8:00 PM

ABA Benefit

Tuesday, June 03
9:00 AM

Early Bird Open Pairs

2:00 PM

George Saunders Modified Round Robin (1st Session)

8:00 PM

George Saunders Modified Round Robin (2nd Session)

Wednesday, June 04
9:00 AM

Early Bird Open Pairs
Open Pair Double Session Fee $24.00 includes Dinner

2:00 PM

Open Pair (1st Session)

8:00 PM

Open Pair (2nd Session)

Thursday , June 05
10:00 AM

ABA Scholarship

President: Elizabeth Alexander

Partnership: Helen Henderson

Director In Charge: Andrew Echols

901-368-4137 Home

901-396-0574

478-746-5013

901-568-5588 Cell
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BALLOT—2014
Vice President
Birnell Hatcher
____________
Secretary
Lillian Holeman
____________
Treasurer
Richard Banks
Dwight Bush
____________
SAMPLE BALLOT

The Elections Committee is using the following
procedure for the 2014 Southern Section Election of
Officers for 2015-2016.
• Each member of the Southern Section will be mailed
a ballot.
• Each member will put an X in the box on their ballot
next to the name of their choice or write in a name
for the office of Vice President and/or Secretary
and/or Treasurer and then mark that box.
• The ballot will then be placed in a small envelope,
sealed and placed in a larger envelope. Members will
then write their ABA number and name on the outside
of the larger envelope.
• The ballot will then be mailed to the Elections
Chairman, at the following address:
Vernice Whitfield
7632 Jana Lane S.
Jacksonville, FL 32210-8701
• The deadline is August 30, 2014.
• All ballots will be opened and counted during the
Southern Section Tournament in Tunica.
• Members who do not mail in their ballot will be
allowed to vote on-site in Tunica.

American Bridge Association, Inc.
Southern Section Newsletter
7632 Jana Lane S
Jacksonville, FL 32210-8701

TO:
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